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INTRODUCTION 


BY 
DR. SARWAT UKASHA 


MINISTER OF CULTURE 
AND NATIONAL GUIDANCE 


The intellectual production, in the latter Fo: controlling book production on the 
half of the Twentieth Century, has widely national level, most countries have issued 
developed. The presses are _ producing, legislations obliging every publisher or 
every dey, thousands of books which record printer to deposit, in the national library, 
the events of the time and the progress of a certain number of copies of any one pub- 
human thought in every field of knowledge, lication. This procedure helps in the com- 
in every spoken language. pilation of nations! bibliogrephies, thus 

giving complete bibliographical informetion 
about each publication, facilitating its ac 

In the firm belief that human culture is eessibility end circulation at the widest 
the total amount of univers2] cooperation possible range. They facilitate the task of 
of all minds, every nation has been ear- librerians in selecting end building up sui- 
nestly concerned in contributing to this ex- table collections for their libraries. They 
tensive production. 2lso help the researchers who concern them- 

selves in following up the different trends 

Throughout the long terms of history, of thought in each country, and in defining 
peoples of the world have never been so their chennels. 
conscious of their need for establishing cul- 
tural and intellectual relations, as they are This first bibliographical list which is 
at present. They recognize thet such reia- prepared by «Library World», 
tions can develop and flourish on the basis 
of close international cooperation in all 
fields of research, which, in turn, needs _ classified, and supplemented with authors, 
complete knowledge of the latest views and translators, and publishers indexes, is an 
ideas. Every reaserch worker can then be excellent bibliographical service, showinz 
well informed in his line of interest, and the contribution of the U.A.R. writers in 
human progress will, consequently, e one yeer in the different fields of human 
realized . knowledge. 


including a 
survey of what has been published in the 
United Areb Republic in 1960, after being 


Providing information about intellectual 
production has become « necessity in every It is with great pleasure end appreciation 
country+ Different means of communica-_ that I introduce this work, wishing the 
tion, the Bibliographies, in particular, have «Library World» continuous progress in the 
been devised for this purpose- service of the Arab Nation. 
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HIGHLIGHTS 


ABOUT THIS ISSUE 


«Library World» has the plessure to 
introduce, in this special number, «THE 
ARAB BOOK ANNUAL), its first bibliog- 
raphical list of books published in the 
United Arab Republic. 


This national list covers the 1960 publica- 
tions exciuding school textbooks ond _ go- 
vernment publications. 


The objectives of issuing national biblicg- 
raphies are no longer vague in the minds 
of all literate people. By introducing com- 
plete bibliographical information about each 
title, its author, place of publication, publi- 
sher, edition, number of pages, etc., these 
lists facilitate research problems in all 
fields of knowledge, make books available 
everywhere in the world at large, thus reali- 
zing both academic and economic objectives 
of all international and national agencies 
who work in the fields of culture, education 
and science and those who work in the field 
of writing, translation and publishing in 
general. 


THE IDEA OF THE PROJECT 


When early originated, the idea of the 
project was that the lists should not be con- 
fined only to one Arab Country. «Library 
World» being the first and only periodical 
in the field, has set up a certain policy, 
which is well known from the very begin- 
ning, that is to be a working serviceable 
tool for all Arab Countries. 


But when we planned for project, 
and set up a certain group of workers to 
follow-up all Arab book production, it 
became obvious, in the first instance, that 
the idea of a complete surveying and listing 
of Arab production is beyond all limited 
efforts and funds. Our first practical trial 
has proved that depending upon the spon- 
taniety of the Arab publisher to give re- 
gular and complete information about his 
own production is a complete failure. To 
do this, most of the publishers need to be 


personally and periodically approached with 
long intimate sittings, at least at the start, 
to arouse their interest and concern in the 
idea, and to soften their attitude towards 
cooperation, even when there is a deposit 
law existing in their own country. 


Being convinced that sweet dreams would 
produce nothing practical in this sort of 
activity, we have then decided to start our 
first experiment of the first national cur- 
rent bibliography in the United Arab 
Republic as a working model. If publi- 
shers and publishing agencies, government 
and non-government, are convinced with its 
importance and practicability, we shall, 
therefore, be able, in the future lists, to 
extend our service to a wider regional area; 
or, at least, to add cur contribution to the 
agencies which are strenuously working to 
achieve such an excellent work. 


THE PLAN OF THE EXPERIMENT 


Our plan in «Library World» started by 
establishing two special sections : «The 
Production Follow-Up Section» — «P.F. 
U.» and the «Library Research Section» — 
«<L.R.». The officers of the first section 
were charged with the responsibility of 
launching a comprehensive survey of ail 
publishers, publishing houses, agencies 
(government and non-government), and 
classifying them in such categories accor- 
ding to their administrative structure. Then 
they started the process of compiling the 
titles, on the basis of the bi-monthly lists 
already published in 1960 issues of «Library 
World»- 


The entries were cut from the issues and 
filed under the name of esch_ individual 
publisher. A special form was designed 
with 12 squares on e2ch sheet. The prin- 
ted entries were pasted on the sheet of each 
individual publisher, thus having all his 
titles pasted separately on his_ special 
sheets. At the beginning of 1961, these 
cumulated forms were sent to the publishers 


AA 


for checking. It has been proved, that the 
titles represented only about 75% of the 
total production as was_ indicated in 
«Library World», Vol. 3. No. 1. The pub- 
lishers were then asked to present, to our 
«F.U.P.» delegates, their whole production 
of 1960, for test and recording the necessary 
bibliographical information. Some _publi- 
shers easily responded, while some others 
needed more personal contacts rendered 
even by the chief-editor, himself, who prac- 
ticed with them, all possible means of per- 
suasion. These personal contacts realised 
the cooperation of about 90% of the pub- 
lishers and publishing agencies. 


The titles compiled amounted to about 
95% of the whole production. The remai- 
ning five per cent represent the production 
of some agencies who yield to rigid regula- 
tions that do not permit giving direct infor- 
mation to the press; or agencies which are 
supervized by certain heads who need more 
persuasion. 


The lists of the different publishers were 
gathered in the «F.U.P.» where the proces- 
sing and classification stages were started. 
A single author card, as usual, was prepa- 
red for each title. The entry included 
author’s name, the title, edition, place of 
publication, publisher, year, no. of peges, 
illustrations, and in most cases the price in 
Egyptien currency. 


A committee was formed for classifying 
the titles according to D.C. system. Some 
specialised librarians were asked to help 
with the committee whenever such helo 
was needed. Then the cards were filed al- 
phabetically, in each class, under authors’ 
names. The whole quantity of the entries 
which amounted to 1267 titles were given 
serial reference numbers, to be used in the 
author and title indexes. 


The first index includes all names of 
authors (Arab and Non-Arab), with  refe- 
rence figures denoting their own works as 
placed in the lists. The second index inclu- 
des only the names of Arab translators, 
with reference numbers as was practised in 
authors index. Appendix no. 3 is a direc- 
tory of Arab publishers, publishing houses 


AV 


and agencies whose publications are indica- 
ted in the lists. 


Appendix No. 4 is a directory of book- 
shops. 


Once this bibliographical work was fini- 
shed, all lists, cards, and compiled informa- 
tion have been transferred to our next sec- 
tion, i.e. (Library Research), where star- 
ted comprehensive scientific and statistical 
studies on this production. The purpose 
was to reveal the intellectual and publishing 
trends in the U.A.R.; the potentialities of 
the different publishers, their speciality, if 
there were any; also for studying publi- 
shing structure, economics and problems of 
Arab book production. The results of this 
field study, which will be published for the 
first time in this country, will, we hope be 
of considerable interest in the development 
of the Arabic book in topic, form and distri- 
bution. 


There have been important national in- 
centives thet urged us in participating with 
this effort, and even encouraged us to carry 
a part of its bitter responsiblities. 


First of these incentives was that the 
League of Arab States is endeavouring con- 
siderable efforts for documenting Arab 
book production, holding meetings and con- 
frences among Arab publishers in the 
region for this purpose. We feel that our 
contribution in this constructive effort, with 
what we possess of devotion and knowledge, 
will be of considerable help in this particu- 
lar business. 


Second national incentive was that of the 
orientation of President Nasser in his letter 
to «Library World», saying «This periodical 
which is published in Arabic and English 
aims at informing the West with our Eas- 
tern Heritage; a fact which will be of far- 
reaching effect in giving a correct idea 
about our cultural production and our 
scientific and technical renaissance.» 


From this saying, we have charged our- 
selves with a part of the constructive res- 
ponsibilities taken up by the Ministry of 
Culture and National Guidance through its 
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different departments especially the Natio- 
nal Library. Their efforts, besides ours, 
are and should be integral parts in our cul- 
tural system. They are all helpful to those 


who wish to study the development of Arab 
thought, its nature, trends, and statistics. 


Third national incentive was that of the 
misleading figures, published in some wes- 
tern periodicals, about Arab book produc- 
tion in general. The figures quoted indi- 
cate that the total amount of books publi- 
shed in all Arab States, in a certain recent 
year, amounted to less than 700 titles, 
while in Israel only, the production exceeded 
1000 titles. 


This western periodical is not blamed to 
publish such misleading figures simvly be- 
cause there were no correct figures, ever 
published about Arab book production. For 
this purpose we took part of the responsi- 
bility to give the nearest correct figures. 
In 1961 only, U.A.R. book production, as 
this study has alrady revealed, exceeded 
1300 titles excluding school text books, 
pamphlets, and most of the government 
publications. 


These incentives, altogether, pushed us 
towards work. «Library World» is not in- 
truding in a field out of its speciality. This 
periodical has been an active media for 
Arab publishers and librarians. Never- 
theles, it has been an intellectual tool for 
Arab Nations at large. 


In introducing its first bibliographical 
compilation, «Arab Book Annuals, «Library 
World» hopes that this current national 


bibliography, will realize its objectives in 
facilitating research, in widely circulating 
books, in giving correct information about 
book production, and in giving the libra- 
rians a uslful tool for building up their Lib- 
rary collections, including juveniles. 


It also hopes that specialists in the field 
will ignore the probable errors and gaps 
which are a necessity in any pioneer experi- 
ment. It wishes that every interested lib- 
rarian and bibliographer will notify us of 
any comments or proposals to be conside- 
red in our next lists. 


In conclusion we should acknowledge, 
with many thanks, the help sincerely offe- 
red by each individual publisher, publishing 
house, publishing agency, librarians, specia- 
lists. Without their help, this work would 
have never been completed. The help of 
the deposit office of the National Library 
is particularly recognised in this work. 


Special thanks and appreciation to our 
colleagues in the Follow-up and Library le- 
search Sections, in «Library World», should 
be recognized. 


We are also indebted to Dr. Sarwat 
Ukasha, Minister of Culture and National 
Guidance for his kind encouragement. 


We extend our thanks to «Akhbar- 
El-Yom» Press, who was kindly ready for 
any changesdone during the composition, 
proofreading and printing. 


«Library World» wishes, at last, that its 
bibliographic service will be of some value 
to Arab thought. 
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